
Paris, 27 - 28 May 2021

UPDATE ON UNIDROIT’S ACTIVITIES RELATED TO 
CULTURAL PROPERTY

@Marina Schneider

Ninth Session of the Subsidiary Committee to the Meeting of States 
Parties to the 1970 UNESCO Convention



UNIDROIT WORK PROGRAMME 2020-2022

(f) Cultural Property - UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects

and UNESCO-UNIDROIT Model Provisions on State Ownership of Undiscovered
Cultural Objects

A. Legislative activities

B. Implementation and promotion of UNIDROIT instruments ***

…
4. Cultural Property - Private art collections *

…

The level of priority assigned to the projects is as follows : high *** – medium ** – low *.



Cultural Property - Private art collections
*



- “Private collections - Historical and legal perspectives” - this introductory document examines 
the definition of public and private collections and collectors; a comparative analysis (France, 
Italy and the United States) of national legislation that bases the public protection of private 
collections on the concept of public interest; the status of private collections in European and 
international law;

- “The public interest in the protection of cultural heritage in private collections under United 
States law” - the   public interest in heritage preservation, the public interest and moral rights 
(California, Massachusetts, New York) and the public interest as justification for private collection 
protection legislation;

- “Private collections in the United States, Mexico and Colombia: legal challenges, the role of 
private actors and proposed solutions”.



Group of legal experts to discuss possible avenues ….. 



UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported 
Cultural Objects

UNESCO-UNIDROIT Model Provisions on State 
Ownership of Undiscovered Cultural Objects



STATES PARTIES

Adoption: Place: Rome
Date: 24.06.1995

Entry into force: 01.07.1998 (Art. 12)

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Azerbaijan, 
Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, China, 
Colombia, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark,

Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, Gabon, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary,  Iran, Italy, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Montenegro, Myanmar, New Zealand, Nigeria, North 
Macedonia, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 

Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia
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SIGNATURE (France, Georgia, Guinea, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Senegal, Switzerland and Zambia) 

Other countries are working 
at becoming a Party  …

h



25 years of the 
UNIDROIT 1995 Convention

8 and 9 October 2020

Due diligence

Online sales

Non retroactivity

Time limitation
for actions

Protection and circulation

Synergies between instruments

Access to justice

Impact of regulation on trade



50 years of the 1970 UNESCO Convention and 25 years of the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention



Advocacy and technical assistance 
to States

Awareness raising and capacity 
building

Research

UNIDROIT is not the Depositary of the 1995 Convention 
…. but UNIDROIT is the guarantor of the treaties that are adopted by States 

under its aegis



•Protection of cultural heritage and illicit trafficking: The Future will give us back 
our Past - 9 April 2021

•Addressing the Climate crisis through culture: Preserving Cultural Heritage, 
Supporting the Green Transition - 12 April 2021 

•Building capacity through training and education: Human Capital, The driver of 
Culture-led Regeneration - 13 April 2021 

G20 Culture 2021

Culture Ministers’ Meeting on 29 and 30 July 2021



Also future events on the 
Roadmap of the

African Union 2021 Year
…



ECOWAS 2019/2023 action plan for the 

return of African cultural property to 
their countries of origin

Economic Community of

West African States (ECOWAS)

ADVOCACY



ECOWAS 2019/2023 action plan 

for the return of African cultural 

property to their countries of 

origin

The ECOWAS Commission organised, on 18 March 2021, a virtual meeting of the Directors
General in charge of Cultural Heritage of the Member States in order to review the legal
framework of the Member States to enable them to accelerate the ratification of
international texts related to the restitution and return of cultural property, in particular the
1995 UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Property.

ADVOCACY ….
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE



A technical meeting with the authorities of Togo 
was held before to finalise the procedure of accession

to the 1995 Convention

UNIDROIT is willing to assist all States



International virtual conference organised by the Islamic World 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO), July 2020



List of UNESCO capacity building activities with the participation of UNIDROIT 
(October 2020 – May 2021) - (Annexe II of doc C70/21/6.MSP/7)

Celebration of the International Museum Day  with 
a workshop for Somalia – 18 May 2021



14 November – We must all in together to fight 
against illicit trafficking in cultural property !

AWARENESS RAISING 





The second edition of Lyndel Prott’s Commentary on
the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally
Exported Cultural Objects was just published with the
Institute of Art and Law (ISBN: 978-1-903978-43-8).

This Commentary was prepared by Prof. Lyndel Prott
who was deeply involved in the elaboration and
adoption of the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention.

https://ial.uk.com/product/unidroit2/


Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Guatemala, Mexico and Peru

Contribution



Resolution 
2347 

19.  Affirms that the mandate of 
United Nations peacekeeping 
operations, when specifically 
mandated by the Security Council and 
in accordance with their rules of 
engagement, may encompass, as 
appropriate, assisting relevant 
authorities, upon their request, in the 
protection of cultural heritage from 
destruction, illicit excavation, looting 
and smuggling in the context of armed 
conflicts, in collaboration with 
UNESCO, and that such operations 
should operate carefully when in the 
vicinity of cultural and historical sites; 



AWARENESS RAISING AND
CAPACITY BUILDING

The European Union decided to include the Protection of Cultural Heritage among the 
training areas for personnel employed on Common and Defence Security Policy (CDSP) 
missions.

Training Requirements Analysis (TRA) - “Cultural Heritage Protection” identifying existing 
training and gaps, relevant target audience, as well as proposing to the EUCTG High Level 

Learning Outcomes aiming to improve current activities in this specific training area.

Contribution

1. MAIN FINDINGS 

1. Preliminary Analysis on International Conventions on Cultural Heritage

Protection in Host States

….

The situation varies significantly among the different Host States …... In view of the

EU interest to contribute to the preservation and protection of Cultural Heritage in

the most efficient way with its CSDP missions and operations (Ref. G), it seems

appropriate to raise awareness on the necessity to ratify these conventions.



UNIDROIT COVID-19 ESSAY COMPETITION –
IMPACT OF COVID ON UNIDROIT’S INSTRUMENTS

Prof. Szabados - a partner of UCAP –
won the fourth prize with an essay

on the 1995 Convention 
and online sales



EDUCATION – University lectures

UCAP – Academic Project

Education is a key tool in protecting cultural property and 
combating illicit traffic and UCAP is meant to increase the 

awareness and knowledge about the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention 
on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects. It aims at 

promoting and linking pertinent (inter)national research made 
by entities and Universities holding courses in the field of 
cultural heritage law, in particular on the 1995 UNIDROIT 

Convention. It also works at promoting the development of 

specific programs or modules.



Annexe II of document C70/21/6.MSP/7 - Consultation des organes directeurs de la 

Convention de 1970 sur la préparation de la Stratégie à moyen terme pour 2022-2029 (41 C/4) et du 
Programme et budget pour 2022-2025 (41 C/5) 

Key challenges for the effective implementation of the 1970 Convention
during the 2022-2029 period

= clear indications on how to assist States also on the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention

➢ capacity-building of relevant stakeholders on both legal and operational matters

➢ strengthening legal frameworks on the protection of cultural property 

➢ and inventories and updating national databases of cultural property

➢ prevention of clandestine excavations and illegal exports of cultural property 

from conflict zones

➢ Recognition of State’s ownership of cultural assets

➢ …..

UNESCO-UNIDROIT Model Provisions on State Ownership of Undiscovered Cultural Objects

1995 Convention = Inventory is fundamental but not a condition for restitution 

1995 Convention: illegal excavation
= theft = automatic restitution
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UNIDROIT stands next to 
States to assist them in 

adopting the 1995 Convention 
and will continue to 

collaborate with UNESCO and 
all Partners to elaborate and / 
or disseminate tools to fight 

against illicit traffic in cultural 
property
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