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Mongol Nomad Migration and its associated practices
Inventory

‘Mongol nomad migration and its associated practices”
included in the “National Representative list of the intangible
cultural heritage of Mongolia”:

« "By the 92" Order of the Minister of Education, Culture and
Science on March 5th of 2010

« and updated by 84th Order of the Minister of Education,
Culture and Science on March 16th of 2011

« and by 41st Order of Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism
on February 8th of 2013,

« and lastly updated by 759th Order of the Minister of
Education, Culture, Science and Sports of Mongolia on
November 29th of 2019.

ICH Element’s Description

Mongolia is one of the cradles where humans have lived for
long and nomadic herders managed to live in harsh climates
for four seasons of the year and continue practicing
pastoralism. The Mongolian nomadic culture was formed in
the inseparable ties and cult of "Pasture - Livestock -
Herdsman'. In order to fatten their livestock and maximize their
benefits those herdsmen migrate year-round to select pastures
rich in nutrients, which is the basis for the formation and
development of the nomadic culture. Herdsmen chose their
winter, spring, summer, and autumn pastures in combination
with the characteristics of the four seasons and created a
unique distribution of grazing land.
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It has been passed down through the generations as a
wonderful method of regenerating the earth through nature.
Herders do not migrate to the same place for a long time. They
migrate in the direction where their livestock wants to go, and
their livestock is in a perpetual cycle of well-being, breeding,
and the ability of their owners to live without scarcity and to
use their pastures properly. The migration tradition of Mongolia
has led to the development of a rich heritage of intangible
cultural heritage, with the content and philosophy of respecting
nature, the living space, and other people. The main reason for
frequent land changes is that it quickly creates the capacity for
pasture and provides a chance for regeneration. The pastures
are divided according to the season—summer, spring/fall, and
winter based on the amount of grass and when the grass is
sufficient to eat, which is often determined by geography,
climate conditions, and season.

Simply put, herders stay in a pasture as long as there is enough
grass. The spring (khavarjaa) and autumn (namarjaa)
encampments are typically the most temporary. Summer
encampments (zuslan) will usually have semi-permanent
structures, such as milking pens and hitching posts. The winter
encampment (uvuljuu) is always the most established, with
shelters for animals, storage huts, and corals. Often in the
summer, herders leave many possessions behind, because
they travel in a smaller and lighter ger, with as little furniture as
possible. Otor is a short-term seasonal migration, which is
conducted mostly from the tail of autumn till the head of
spring looking for greener pastures for their livestock. This is
when (typically due to overgrazing or lack of rain), pasture is
scarce and one or two members of the family will travel longer
distances with their livestock searching for better pasture. The
spring migration can be the toughest as the animals will be
thin.

Since there are so many families living in the Otor pasture
region during the winter and spring, no family stays in their
pasture very long. Consequently, migrates frequently. The main
reason for frequent land changes is that it quickly creates the
capacity for pasture and provides a chance for regeneration.
The rituals and customs associated with nomadic migration
are slightly different from one another because of the



difference in ethnic groups and the terrain's characteristics, in
addition to the days of migration, the animals, and the
equipment used to carry the load.

Distribution of ICH Elements

. 246.2 thousand herding households living in the Gobi,
Khangai, high mountains, steppes and taiga regions of
Mongolia.

OHaop yynbih Hyyaan | Highland area’s migration
Talreid 6ycuin Hyyaan | Taiga area’s migration

Xanrain 6ycnisd Hyyaan | Khangai area’s migration
Tan x33pwitH HYYA3N | Steppe area’s migration
| Toewitn Gycuitd Hyyaan | Gobi area’s migration

Types of Migration

There are many types by load, such as camel ridges, yak
ridges, reindeer ridges, bullock-cart, and camel-cart. In the hot
and dry climate of the Gobi region, herders live mainly by
herding camels; these camels are trained from being young
and used for carrying loads. Families who migrate by camel
usually travel at least 50 kilometers to change their camels,
and sometimes make long-distance migrations that can take
up to five days. Herdsmen living in the steppe region use yak
carts.

However, in rugged and high mountain areas, herdsmen
cannot use carts, so they move on the ridges of camels and
cattle. The customs of migration are directly related to the
ecological features of the region. The herdsmen of the Khangai
region move closer to the river during in the summer, while the
Mongolian ethnic groups such as the Torgud, Uriankhai,



Zahchin, and Durvvd of the Altai region follow their highland
mountain migrations in the summer and in the winter at the
foothills.

Significance of ICH element

The migration tradition of Mongolia has led to the development
of a rich heritage of intangible cultural heritage, with the
content and philosophy of respecting nature, the living space,
and other people. Since there are so many families living in the
Otor pasture region during the winter and spring, no family
stays in their pastures for very long. Consequently, migrates
frequently. The main reason for frequent land changes is that it
quickly creates the capacity for pasture and provides a chance
for regeneration.

Taking the number of livestock, cultural-ecological space, and
geography of herdsmen's migration into account, migration
types are identified as follows taiga area, highland area, steppe
area, and in Gobi area. Mongolian nomadic customs and
practices affect human morals and upbringing such as living in
harmony with Mother nature, valuing and cherishing the water
that washes the fallen land, lovingly protecting livestock
pastures, flora and fauna and continuing the history of our
ancestors, so it is a fundamental value for humanity.

The features and advantages of nomadic civilization can be
considered as a whole system of creative activities and culture
of nomadic people, which is developed based on the
environment, pastoral activities, eco-friendly, wonderfully
adapted, using their benefits and resources in accordance with
their needs.

Communities

According to the 2021 National Census of Mongolia, there are
approximately 246,200 families who still practice traditional
nomadic animal husbandry, all of whom are involved in
nomadic migration practices. In addition, the primary registry
of intangible cultural heritage for the capital and 21 provinces



of Mongolia contains data on 17,200 herders. This registry is
formally registered in the National Integrated Database and
Register of Cultural Heritage.

Inventory of Practitioners of Mongol Nomad Migration
and its associated practices.pdf
(../files/nuudel/Annex.pdf)

ANNEX: Inventory of Practitioners of Mongol Nomad Migration and its associated practices
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List of practitioners registered in the State Integrated Database of Cultural Heritage,
Mongolia on ICH element “Mongol Nomad Migration and its associated practices”

Number of herder

Ne Province name Ne Seum name o
| | family
1 1 Sagsai 200
1 Bayao-Olgii — e
2 M 2 . Buyant | 791
3 1 Buutsagaan | 804
4 2 Bayankhongor 2 . Bogd ! 637
5 3 | Galuut | 975
6 1 | Khukhmorit 1
7 3 Govi-Altai 2 Bayan-Unl 1
g i | Bugat 4
9 l Zereg 525
| 10 4 Khovd 2 | Mankhan | 650
11 3 | Bulgan ! 920
12 5 Dormod 1 Matad 250
13 _ B 2 | Tsagaan-Ovoo | 524
14 1 | Tes 1005
15 6 Uvs 2 | Banuunturuun 291
16 3 | Khyargas 425
17 1 Renchinlkhumbe 1414 _<|
7 Khuv 1
18 | uvsgul o | Tsagaannuur | 413
19 1 Tariat 20
8 Arkhangai T
20 | ki 2 | Tsenkher | 3
21 1 Ikh-Uut 3
9 Zavkha:
22 | viian 2 | Tosontsengel 3
23 . 1 Bayandalai 461
10 Ui c § !
24 Hmgott <] | Noyon 386
25 ) 1 Ongon 736
2% 11 | Sukhbaatar a | Dariganga 120
l 27 1 | Murun | 500
28 12 Khentii 2 | Bayan-Ovoo 483
| 29 | 3 | Galshar | 602
| 30 1 Erdenedalai 1308
—>—— 13 Dundgovi
I 31 | Magovl 2 | Saikhan-Ovoo | 378
33 I Ulziit 655
t 14 Uvurkd i T
T vurdiangal 2 Sant _ 915
‘ 35 15 Bulzan 1 Mogod 7917
! 17200

Dissemination of ICH element

Currently, there are no migration techniques utilized in high
mountain areas, taiga, certain regions of Khangai and Gobi in
Altai. Therefore, traditional migration methods for reindeer,
camels, and yaks persist. Although machinery has been used
for migration since 1990, Mongolian children start learning
crucial skills for their nomadic lifestyle from a young age.

This includes taking care of livestock, selecting them,
navigating  migration routes, and assembling and
disassembling gers (yurts). The animals used for migration are
selected and trained meticulously from a very young age,
which strengthens the bond between them and the people.
This tradition ensures safe transportation during migration.



Every member of the family plays an important role in these
practices, which are passed down from generation to
generation.

Linked ICH elements

On November 29th, 2019, the "Mongol nomad migration and its
associated practices” were approved to be included in the
"Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Mongolia" by the 759th Order of the Minister of Education,
Culture, Science, and Sports. It falls under the Il domain No6
of "Social practices, festive events, and traditional rituals,” and
is also linked to No3 "Customs associated with taboos" of the
same domain. It is further connected to the [V session
‘Knowledge and Practices Concerning Nature and the
Universe" domain, specifically No1.

"Traditional Knowledge and Practices of Protecting and
Preserving Nature," No2. "Traditional Knowledge and Practices
of Observing and Studying Nature No3. "Traditional
Knowledge and Practices of Choosing New Pasture," and No4.
"Traditional Astronomical Knowledge." It is also included in the
VI session "Traditional Knowledge and Techniques Associated
with Herding Livestock" domain, which comprises No1.
"Traditional Knowledge of Herding Horses,” No2.

"Traditional Knowledge of Herding Camels,” No3. "Traditional
Knowledge of Herding Cattle," No4. "Traditional Knowledge of
Herding Sheep," No5. "Traditional Knowledge of Herding Goats,'
and Noé6. "Traditional Knowledge of Herding Yaks." Moreover,
the "Mongol nomad migration and its associated practices” are
also related to the IV session "Traditional Techniques,
Knowledge, and Practices Concerning Nature and the
Universe" domain, comprising No1

"Traditional Knowledge of Observing the Sky and Forecasting
Weather" No2. "Traditional Knowledge of Observing Plants and
Pasture,’ and No3. "Traditional Knowledge of Observing
Animals and Birds." It has also been included in the Urgent
Safeguarding List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Mongolia.
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Mongol Nomad Migration and its associated practices (/ich?
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MoHron HyyAnUKH 3aH YuUn

“MOHION HYYAJIUAH 3AH YINT” ©6BUAH 3YUITUAH
BYPTIaN

BypTrang opcoH orHoo
"MoHron Hyya/miiH 3aH yisa’ e8 He.

« ‘BypTron 6atnax Tyxan' BonoBcpos, COEN, LWMHXN3X
yxaaHbl cangbiH 2010 oHbl 3 gyraap capblH 05-Hbl 64pUIAH
92 pyraap Tywaan, bypTtran wWuWHBYN3H 6Gatnax TyxaWn
BonoBcpon, Coén, WMHXNaX yxaaHbl cangbiH 2011 oHbl 3
Ayraap capbiH 16-Hbl 64puinH 84 ayrasp TyLlaan,

« Coén, cnopt, aanan >yynuynanbiH cangbiH 2013 oHbl 02
Ayraap capbiH 08-Hbl eapuiiH A/471 ayrasp Tywaan

« "BoNoBCPON, COEN, LUMHXNAX YXaaH, CNopTbiH cangblH 2019
OHbl 11 ayrasp capbiH 29-Hun egpuiiH A/759 pyraap
TyWwaanblH HArgyrasp xaecpanTtaap Hatnaracad “MoHron
YNcbIH COENbIH 6neT 6yc eBUMH TeneenvnH YHASCHUM
6ypTran’-uiH Il an cas “YnamxknanT 6aap HaafaMm, 3aH yimn,
éc, TOrNooM Haapral, ypva ayyanara’ -biH 6-g “MoHron
HYYAMIAH 3aH YA Hapasp BYPTrarAcaH.

OBUMH 3YWINIAH TOROPXONNIONT

XYH, Man, 6airanuitd xapunuaH WyTausaH 4s3ap 6uin 60/1CoH
HYYA3113X €C Hb MOHronyyyablH ynaM»knanT a)<k Tepex apra
yXxaaHbl Har tOM. MOHIoN Manyng >XWiviH AepBeH ynvpans
30XMLICOH BBBJIKEO, XaBap»Kaa, 3ycnaH 6010H HaMapxXaa rax
HOPISX COEN-3KONOTUH HYTar YCbIr YYCraH 631493p HYTrnH
eBOpMOL| XyBaapunant omi 6onroxss. Hyyasnnsx EcoHp
300X 6yyX, HyTar C3/rsx, OTOp XWX F9C3H rypBaH Xanoap
ronnox 6ereeq TYYHT31 XON600TON COENbIH 6GMET 6yC eBUINH
OfIOH Tepen 3yWIMWH M3ANar, apra yxaaH, 3aH yWn YYCoH
XOMKWXK, OPFeH Xaparnaraax 6anHa.



MOHIron XyH MasbiHxaa asi TaBbIl Xap)X HyyX cyyxaa LWUNAexX
bereeq HyTarnax 6y razpaa yaax, €B8C, ypramsbiH rapy, Myy
6aiixaac LWantraanaH Man ryiMxuii 600X MeH GanranninH
XYYMH 3yMAC 60N0X raH, 3y, ran TYMMap, yep YCHbI aroynaac
ypbauuiaH Capruimk xaallaa, X333, XOPX9H HyTar Canrax
HYYOSNN3X23 WKUAAHS. MOHION OpHbl anib Y rasap HyrarT
[93p AypACaH HYYANWMAH €C 3aHLWbIM 3pXaMiax bereefj
yrcaaTHbl ©OyNar, XamT OfIOH, epxX aln o6ypa HyyAa119X
eAepTa xonbooTOM XOpPUO L3P 35par 3apuM eBepmel|
OHUIoT BUAA.

Tapxay

o OHAXYY ©BUWAr 6BNEH ynamxknardu Hb Hyy4avnH man
XK axyur XXUInH epBeH YN1pbIH TypLIna spxnary
mManung 6ereen 2021 oHbl 6ananaap MoHron Yncaa
HUNTA99 246.2 MAHraH Man4mH epx 6ypTraracaH 6erese
9Ar93p epx 6yra eepcaninH ynamnant apra 6apunaap
HYYVATUAH Man axk axynr apx1aH ambapy 6anHa.

BHpep yynotd Hyyasn | Highland area’s migration

Tairbin Gycuitn Hyyaan | Taiga area’s migration
XanranH 6ycuitd Hyyasn | Khangai area’s migration
. Tan xa3a3pwird Hyyaan | Steppe area’s migration
' loeuux 6ycuitk Hyyaan | Gobi area’s migration

MoHron HyyaAnuiH Tepen

ManuabiH HYYANMAT razap3ymn, COEN-3KONOMMINH OPOH 3ait, Mar
CYPruMH 6yTal, 6yCc HYTTMWAH OHUIOFTOW Hb  ysngyyfad
XaHramH, Tan X39puiH, FOBUINH M)XK aHrmmk 6onox oM. [asap
HYTTWMAH OHUMOMOOC XamaapaH HYYANWMIAH XOHOr, yHanra
auynarblH Mar, TOHOI X3parcnaac rafHa MOHrof yrcaaTHbl
OYNryyaAUAH axyl Co€n, cycar 6uwpan 33par Hb eep
XOOPOHAOO SANrargax yump ymnasx 3aH yin, gar éc Ho 6ac 6ara
39par anraartan 6anHa.



ToMa3HA HYpPYy auuvx, YXOpT Hypyy auux, epavnH xecer
almMrnaH yxap Topar,TaM33H Taprasp HyyAannsx, uaa oéyra
XONNEeH HYYX 39par HYYANUAH ONOH Tepnyya 6uin. ToBWIMH
OYCUIH XanyyH, Xyypan yyp aMmbcrang Mandug rongyy Tomas
MannaH ambgapgar. TuiMasc Tamaar Ten 6Hanxaac Hb
Cyprak, aunara 9A3MrasHA Xaparnak 6anHa. TomMaaraap
Hyyaar ainnyya ronayy 50 KnnomeTpaac 6araryin 3aMbir Tyy/mK
Obyypuna Ca/Iraxsac rafiHa TaB, 3ypraa XOHOX XYPASr XOJbiH
HYYO2N XWX Hb Y 6uia. Tan x9spuiH 6ycap ambiapaar
Manumna yxap Tapar xenneger.

XapuH 6apTaa caag UXTaW, OHAeP YYbiH 6YCaa Manyuz Tapar
XONnnex OGOMIOMXKIYA Tyl TOM33, YX3pT  Hypyy audmx
HyyAannasaar. Hyyaan, Hyyaannax €c 3aHWWnn Hb TyxanH 6yc
HYTTMIAH  9KOMOMMMH  OHLTOFTON  WyYyA XO0Nn6ooTon 6Gaifar.
XaHramH 6ycuinH Manyna 3yHbi ynampana rof ycaHjaa onprox
Hyyasr 6on Antam HyTrunH Topryyd, YpuaHxan, 3axuuH,
[lepBea 33par MOHroN yrcaaTHbl 6YAryy4 YynbiH Hyy4nas
[araH eHgepner 6yc HyTartaa 3ycax, OB/IMNH ynupana yynbiH
63N razpaa eBesxaer.

Ay xonborgon

Hyxamxyy Hyy4an xvix ynamxnana eBepMet, apra yxaaH, Y
aXkunnaraaHa yHA3CNsH Gairanb A3NXWMW, aMbf epTeHU, XYH
XYH33 XYHON9H Xanpnax aryynra, ytra 63nragan 6yxun
COENbIH 6MeT 6yC 6BUWH apBWH KX 6B CaHl MOHron4vyya
XYPUMTAYY/DK39.  ManuablH  HyyasnnaxyH écoHp  6yypb
CONUX, HyTar Canrax, 631433pUINH COProrvnr farax Hyyaansx
F9COH TypBaH Xx3n63p 30HXUNOX 6ereefn  HyyL4S/TaW
XONOOrACOH EC, 3aH YW/, ynamian HarsHT Tormkas. OTpbIH
6YCa/ Faxag] OSIOH aiifbiH ©BeMKes, xaBapxaa 6aiix Tyn 6ycaj
ailfiblHXaa  6an4sspunr  Tanxnaaj yhaaH  xyrauaaraap
cyyaarryn. TMMMaacC TOrTCOH xyraljaaHzaa Hyygannagsr. Ounp
OMPXOH HyTar CanraX 6anraarMiH rofl y4mp Hb Har raspaa
yAanryin 6an4sapuinH faall, AaxmMH HEXeH CIprax HONOMMKNAT
6ypayY/K HGanraa oM.

‘MOHron HyyanuiH 3aH yin’ eB Hb rasap LUMHXKNX, COHroX,
63N423PUIAH HeeLl 6ONOH aitn caaxanTblH Man CypriH 6yTal,
TOO TONrOW, 33par aH amMmbTaH, YpramsblH Tapxau, HyTarims



39par Ganranb, HWAMSM, COENbIH OJIOH XYYUH 3YUNTal
yananaraapaa oOHUOrTOM 6u1s3. TYYHYN3H, ManyabiH xamTay
Y3NMIAT BIXKYYIIXK, XYPI3NaH By OpUMH, balranb A3NXUATI3
Xalpnax, Maanaras xyBaasuax, COEJbiH OPOH 3ang 33ParusH
OPLMX 39P3IT HANTMWUIAH Yyxan Yypar, a4 xon6orgonTon.

Xon6éorgox XxamMT OJIOH

2021 oHbl 6angnaap MoHron Yncag HUNTAS3 246.2 MsaHraH
Man4yuH epx GypTraracaH 6ereen 94rasp epx 6yra eepcami
ynamy>nanT apra 6apwniaap HyYAOMMH Man ax axymr apxnsH
ambfapy 6anHa.

MeH MoHron YncbiH Huincnan, 21 anMruiiH CoénbiH 6ueT 6yc
6BUMH aHxaH wWaTHbl 6ypTrana 6ypraracaH 17200 eBneH
ynamknard HapblH Ma439n3s1 COENbIH ©BUNH YNCbIH HATAC3H
BYPTran M3A23/INIMH CaHA OypTranTan 6anHa.

©BneH ynamxknardgbiH 6yptran.pdf (./files/nuudel/
OBNSH-YNAMXKIAMY ObIH-BYPTI 3/1.pdf)
COYHBMCAH/A BYPTIOMITaW 6BAGH YIAMMIAMYAbIH
YATCAANT pdf (../files/nuudel/COYHEMCAH/1-6BJ16H-
YNAMMKITAMY ObIH-KATCAAST. pdf)

OBWUWH 3YWNUAH ynamiknan

OHeer xypTan ANTanH eHAep Yync, Tawra, 3apuM XaHrau,
FOBUH BYC HyTarT HyYASNA TEXHUK almrnagarryn, uaa oyra,
TOM33, capnaraap Hyyx ynamkianT aynara Hyyass X3B3sp
6anHa. 1990 OHOOC XOWW MaLWH TEXHUKUAT HYYAana
alwmriax 60MCOH X3ANN Y CYYIMAH apBaaj XXWNng ynamxnant
apra 6apun pyy aprax xaHanara ynam gaBsamranik 6anraa Ho
cavwaantan.

MoOHronuyya xyyxa4 3anyycbir 6ara HacHaac Hb 3XN13H rap
6apux, Cyp XWAX, adaa TaTyynax, HYy4an xecer XeTnyynax,
LUaalwnaas oTop HyyAIMnr 6ue paaH xXuinx, Man yHanra
3A3NT33HA cyprax, 3MH3X, MasblH TOHOT X3p3arcan xuimx, a4aa
XOCTMIH [lapaanibil M3A3aX aBax, HyTar 631433p COHIox
39par HyY43/1 XMWX 3aH YN, aMmbapanbiH fafan, Typlinaraj
cypragar.



MeH HYYANMMH adaa, yHanrag awwvrnax mMasnbir 6ara HacHaac
COHIOH Cypraxk, rapulyynax 6a sHs Hb Xyyxag, Xerwuj, avaa
XOCTUIAr  atoynrym To9Bapnax, anmeaa Spcaanaac ypbadnnaH
COPrUnNoX, XYH MasiblH XOOPOHAbIH XON600r TeNeBLUYYNaX
HYYASNYMH yXaaH oM.  MOHronyyyfblH Xa14rasp HanmaH
HacTai 6an4ypaac HasiH HacTal eTrec XypTasnx rap 6y/nnH 6yx
TULIYYA HYYAUAH 3aH YANL eep eepuiiH YYParTan OposLoX
amb/ipanblH  X9BWWA  OOAOH  TOFTAOr Tyl  ©BJYYNSH
ynamknyynaxag 63pxLUaa/ TeanineH Tynrapaarrym.

Xon6orgox 6ycag eBUiAH 3yWn

‘MoHron YNcblH COENbiH 6ueT 6yc ©eBWH TeneennninH
YHARCHUM 6ypTran”-niaH Il ain caB “YnamknanT 6aap Haadam,
3aH yin, €c, TOrnooM Haafraw, ypwa ayyanara’ -biH 7-4
“Llaspnax éc’, IV ai caB 6onox ‘banranuiiH 6010H CaB LWUKMM
epTeHUMAH  Tyxall maanar, 3aH yun’-uiH 1-4 ‘bavranb
Xxamraanax ynampknanTt apra Magnar, 3aH yun’, 2-4 ‘fasap
LWAHXKMUX TaHUX Magnar yxaaH’, 3-4 “LUWMH3 HyTar COHrox
maanar’, 7-a4 "MoHron sypxan” 3spar eBWAH Tepen 3ywnuur
Xamapgar LorL} 6B oM.

©BuiH 3ynnuiir IOHECKO-uitH Cbb©-uitH XxarcaanTtag
6YpPTryynax XxaMmT OfIHbl XYCINT, 36BLUeepen

CaiiH aypbIH YHAC3H A93p XYCAT, 36BLU66epen ONrOCOH 6B/eH
ynamyknard, ManyblH XON60rAox 36BLUISepNUAr aapaax
X0N1600CO0P XapHa vy.

3esLueepen.pdf (./files/nuudel/HyyammiH-3aH-y -
magl.pdf)

Bypc 6uunar (MoHron HyygnuiH 3aH yin MGL)



