[image: image1.png]I

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Intangible
Cultural
Heritage




8 COM 3 BUR
ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/Decisions
Paris, 28 October 2013
Original: English/French
ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR//Decisions – page 8
ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR//Decisions – page 7

CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
 SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Meeting of the Bureau

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, Room VIII
28 October 2013
DECISIONS

DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 2

The Bureau,

1. Having examined document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/2 and its annex,
2. Adopts the agenda of its meeting as annexed to that Decision.

ANNEX
Provisional agenda of the third meeting of the 8.COM Bureau
	Agenda item
	
	Document

	1.
	Opening of the session
	
	

	2.
	Adoption of the agenda
	
	ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/2

	3.
	Adoption of the timetable of the eighth session of the Committee
	
	ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/3

	4.
	Examination of an emergency request for international assistance
	
	ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/4

	5.
	Examination of an international assistance request
	
	ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/5

	6.
	Examination of two requests for preparatory assistance for the elaboration of nomination files to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	
	ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/6

	7.
	Other business
	
	

	8.
	Closing of the session
	
	


DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 3

The Bureau,
1. Having examined document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/3,
2. Takes note of the provisional agenda of the eighth session of the Committee;
3. Submits to the Committee the provisional timetable of its works at its eighth session as annexed to this Decision.
ANNEX
	Monday 2 December 2013

	As of 8.30 a.m.
	Registration of participants

	10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	1.
	Opening of the session

	
	2.
	Adoption of the agenda of the eighth session of the Committee

	
	3.a
	Admission of observers

	
	3.b
	Amendment of the Rules of Procedure

	
	4.
	Adoption of the summary records of the seventh session of the Committee

	
	5.a
	Report by the Committee to the General Assembly on its activities (June 2012 to June 2014)

	
	5.b
	Report by the Secretariat on its activities (2013) and on the contributions of category 2 centres to the UNESCO’s strategy and programme (2012-2013)

	1 – 3 p.m.
	Lunch

	3 – 6 p.m.
	5.c
	Report on the evaluation by the Internal Oversight Service of UNESCO’s standard-setting work of the Culture Sector and the related audit of standard-setting working methods in the Culture Sector

	Tuesday 3 December 2013

	9 – 10 a.m.
	
	Meeting of the Bureau

	10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	6.a
	Examination of the reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

	
	6.b
	Examination of the report of Brazil on the current status of an element inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding

	
	6.c
	Reports of States Parties on the use of international assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

	1 – 3 p.m.
	Lunch

	3 – 6 p.m.
	7.
	Report of the Consultative Body on its work in 2013

	
	7.a
	Examination of nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 

	Wednesday 4 December 2013

	9.30 – 10 a.m.
	
	Meeting of the Bureau

	10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	7.b
	Examination of proposals for selection to the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices

	
	7.c
	Examination of requests for International Assistance

	1 – 3 p.m.
	Lunch

	3 – 6 p.m.
	8.
	Report of the Subsidiary Body on its work in 2013 and examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

	Thursday 5 December 2013

	9.30 – 10 a.m.
	
	Meeting of the Bureau

	10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	8. 
	Report of the Subsidiary Body on its work in 2013 and examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

	1 – 3 p.m.
	Lunch

	3 – 6 p.m.
	9.a
	Establishment of the Consultative Body for the 2014 cycle and adoption of its terms of reference

	
	9.b
	Establishment of the Subsidiary Body for the 2014 cycle and adoption of its terms of reference

	
	10.
	Number of files submitted in the 2014 cycle and number of files that can be treated in the 2015 and 2016 cycles

	
	11.
	Draft plan for the use of the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

	
	12.
	Voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

	Friday 6 December 2013

	9.30 – 10 a.m.
	
	Meeting of the Bureau

	10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	13.a
	Draft amendments to the Operational Directives on ‘Safeguarding, commercialization and sustainable development’

	
	13.b
	Draft amendments to the Operational Directives on the referral option for the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

	1 – 3 p.m.
	Lunch

	3 – 6 p.m.
	13.c
	Draft amendments to the Operational Directives on the procedure for extension and/or reduction of an already inscribed element

	
	13.d
	Draft amendments to the Operational Directives on the evaluation of nominations: status of the Subsidiary Body and Consultative Body

	Saturday 7 December 2013

	9.30 – 10 a.m.
	
	Meeting of the Bureau

	10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	14.a
	Accreditation of non-governmental organizations

	
	14.b
	Report on the profile of the non-governmental organizations accredited and the nature of their work and draft evaluation form for assessing their potential contribution to the implementation of the Convention

	
	15.
	Date and venue of the ninth session of the Committee

	
	16.
	Election of the members of the Bureau of the ninth session of the Committee

	
	17.
	Other business

	1 – 3 p.m.
	Lunch

	3 – 6 p.m.
	18.
	Adoption of the List of Decisions

	
	19.
	Closure of the session


 DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 4

The Bureau,
1. Recalling Chapter V of the Convention and Chapter I of the Operational Directives, concerning the approval of international assistance requests,
2. Further recalling Decision 5.COM 10.2, concerning the definition of ‘emergency’ for the purposes of international assistance,
3. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/4 as well as the international assistance request 01026,
4. Takes note that Mali has requested international assistance in the amount of US$307,307 for ‘Inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Mali with a view to its urgent safeguarding’:
Following the recent conflict in Mali and the occupation of northern and east-central regions of the country by armed groups and extremists, Malian cultural heritage has suffered tremendous damage. Rituals, festivals, traditional music, craftsmanship and other expressions were curtailed by the occupiers, and people lived in fear of being stigmatized or targeted for retribution for practising their heritage. The damage to the intangible heritage in the regions of Tombouctou, Gao, Kidal and Mopti and the resulting climate of fear and uncertainty has had a contagious effect, profoundly affecting the feelings of identity of local communities across the country. It is urgent to ensure the safeguarding of the intangible heritage that plays an important role in creating harmony within and between communities, permitting reconciliation and laying a foundation for post-conflict recovery. The project proposes to inventory intangible cultural heritage in the territory of Mali, with priority given to the formerly-occupied regions and with particular attention to assessing its viability. The project consists of activities to establish a strategic plan for community-based inventorying, to build capacities of stakeholders and to raise awareness of the importance of this heritage, all with a view to identifying priorities for urgent safeguarding measures that might follow.
5. Decides that, from the information provided in file 01026, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:
The request is built upon the past and on-going efforts of the State Party and Malian communities to safeguard their intangible cultural heritage as a pillar of harmony in a plural society. The file clearly demonstrates that this heritage has been seriously damaged by the recent armed conflict and that the situation is an emergency as defined in Decision 5.COM 10.2. 
The communities of practitioners will participate fully in the project (criterion A.1). This will be reinforced by their representation at all levels of the implementation structures, including the project coordination team that will oversee the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of activities. The project outcomes will be accessible to the communities through the distribution of inventory data and brochures, and the database will support their utilization for safeguarding. 

The project design defines clear objectives and results and appears to be feasible (criterion A.3). The two-phase activities focus on the most affected regions in phase 1 and cover the other regions in phase 2, with step-by-step activities of elaborating a national strategic plan, building capacities of stakeholders, raising awareness, inventorying, evaluating and reporting, together with a month-by-month timetable. The amount requested is appropriate (criterion A.2), corresponding closely to the planned activities with indications of the division of tasks and responsibilities, the available human resources, and the coordination with partners and decentralized structures. The budget clearly distinguishes the amount requested from the Fund and the contribution made by the State (US$85,000, essentially through its provision of in-kind human and material resources) (criterion A.5). The State Party has previously received financial assistance for several projects, and duly completed the work stipulated by each contract in accordance with UNESCO’s regulations (criterion A.7).

Furthermore, the file demonstrates the sustainability and multiplier effects of the project through such components as the training of stakeholders and outreach activities including national and local campaigns using mass and traditional media. The project aims to raise awareness of the key role of intangible cultural heritage in promoting lasting harmony among communities affected by the crisis (criterion A.4). Through participation in the inventory activities and outreach campaigns, communities will be empowered to safeguard their intangible heritage. The project emphasizes building capacities of stakeholders through tailor-made training workshops and the practical work of inventory and database creation and management (criterion A.6). Finally, given the project’s integration within the ‘Action plan for the rehabilitation of cultural heritage and the safeguarding of ancient manuscripts in Mali’ it clearly involves cooperation at the international level (criterion 10(a)).

The request would have benefitted from further information concerning the participation of communities in the preparation of the request, such as how they participated in the dialogues facilitated by the State and the civil society and expressed their concerns about the situation of their intangible heritage as well as their wishes to revitalize it (criterion A.1).
6. Approves, as authorized body, the international assistance request from Mali for ‘Inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Mali with a view to its urgent safeguarding’ for an amount of US$307,307;

7. Commends the initiative of the State Party to submit an emergency request and takes note with appreciation of its efforts to mitigate the damage done during the recent conflict;

8. Encourages the State Party to implement the project in close collaboration with UNESCO and MINUSMA and with the widest possible participation of the communities concerned; 

9. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting State Party on the technical details of the assistance. 

DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 5

The Bureau,
10. Recalling Chapter V of the Convention and Chapter I of the Operational Directives, concerning the approval of international assistance requests;
11. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/5 as well as the international assistance request No. 00598,
12. Takes note that Viet Nam has requested International Assistance in the amount of US$24,631 for ‘Safeguarding and promotion of indigenous knowledge associated with the ecological environment of the Black Ha Nhi in Lao Cai Province, Viet Nam’ (No. 00598):

The Black Ha Nhi people have developed and passed on place-based knowledge and a body of customary laws to cope with living conditions and survival experiences as well as to protect their natural environment. Ecological indigenous knowledge of the Black Ha Nhi includes behavioural practices in taking care of trees, preventing fire and soil erosion and protecting the topographical setting as well as practices of worshipping forest and water spirits associated with rituals and festivals, such as oath-taking ceremonies for protection of sacred forests, watersheds, and water sources. Undertaken by the Lao Cai Department of Culture, Sports and Tourism, the project aims at safeguarding and promoting this indigenous knowledge through its documentation during fieldwork, as well as the establishment of a good practice model for its safeguarding in which local knowledge and customary laws for protection of forest, watershed and water sources are applied within the Lao Chai village with an active involvement of its inhabitants. This model would also be applied to two other villages in Y Ty commune (Sin Chai and Ta Gi Thang) in so transmitting indigenous knowledge to young generations and fostering the essential contribution of traditional knowledge to environmental protection and social cohesion within the Black Ha Nhi community.
13. Decides that, from the information provided in file 00598, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:
The strengths of the request lie in the fact that there is strong evidence that local officers/experts specialized in different domains including agriculture and forest management together with a focus group of practitioners and community members were involved in the preparation of the request and will continue to participate actively in carrying out the proposed activities (criterion A.1).

The team for implementing the project is clearly identified, as is the division of tasks and implementing strategy. The amount of assistance appears to be appropriate and the budget is well conceived and clearly detailed (criterion A.2). There is coherence between the budget itself, the activities planned and the timetable proposed (criterion A.3) and the fact that this good safeguarding model will be initially applied to three villages, but might then be applied to others, demonstrates that this project will have lasting results as it is part of an integrated action carried out by local institutions involved in ICH safeguarding and other domains (criterion A.4 and A.6).

The State Party shares the cost of these activities (criterion A.5), and has already received preparatory assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the elaboration of two nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding for ‘Ca trù singing’ (inscribed in 2009) and ‘Xoan singing of Phú Thọ Province’ (inscribed in 2011), as well as an international assistance granted by the Bureau in 2012 to implement a project entitled ‘Capacity building in designing, implementing and evaluating intangible cultural heritage projects in Viet Nam’ that will be completed in November 2013. Viet Nam has always provided the work stipulated by the terms of reference of the respective contracts and, following UNESCO’s regulations, these contracts were duly completed (criterion A.7).

14. Approves, as authorized body, the international assistance request from Viet Nam for ‘Safeguarding and promotion of indigenous knowledge associated with the ecological environment of the Black Ha Nhi in Lao Cai Province, Viet Nam’ (No. 00598) for an amount of US$24,631;

15. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting State Party on the technical details of the assistance.

DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 6.1

The Bureau,

1. Recalling Article 23 of the Convention as well as chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and I.4 related to eligibility and selection criteria of international assistance requests,

2. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/6 as well as the request for preparatory assistance submitted by Kenya,
3. Takes note that Kenya has requested assistance in the amount of US$17,668 to elaborate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List of Rituals and practices associated with Kit Mikayi shrine of the Luo community in Kenya. Kit Mikayi is a shrine site composed of a cluster of rocks some 40 metres high, situated 30 km east of Kisumu city in western Kenya. Rituals and practices enacted in association with this sacred place provide a sense of belonging, spirituality and continuity to the Luo community. The Department of Culture, Ministry of Sports, Culture and the Arts will be responsible for elaborating the nomination file with the collaboration of researchers who are familiar with intangible cultural heritage of the Luo community;

4. Decides that, from the information provided in file 00632, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:

The State Party is particularly determined to ensure the broadest participation of the community from the preparation of the request to different stages of the elaboration of the nomination (criterion A.1). Having undertaken an assessment of the viability of the element in cooperation with the communities and other stakeholders, the State Party will organize a workshop to enhance the understanding of stakeholders about the objectives and mechanism of the 2003 Convention and about their place in the elaboration of the nomination (criterion A.6). The community will also be asked to identify factors threatening the viability and transmission of the practice through a consultative workshop and to contribute to the elaboration of safeguarding measures. At a forum, the community will be asked to examine and endorse the nomination file before its submission;

The requested funds will pay for a researcher and documentarian’s travel expenses, organization of consultation meetings and workshops, video and photo production and editing, and support for the enactment of certain ceremonies and rituals. Contributing 29% of the overall budget of the project (criterion A.5) the State Party has requested a reasonable amount (criterion A.2) that will be equitably distributed among the persons responsible for the elaboration of the nomination file and the community members. The proposed timetable reflects activities for the elaboration of the nomination that are well planned and feasible (criterion A.5). Furthermore, Kenya is not in default of any previous contract with UNESCO (criterion A.7);

5. Welcomes the role in the elaboration of the nomination file foreseen for the facilitator trained by UNESCO within the framework of its global capacity-building strategy;

6. Approves, as authorized body, preparatory assistance request 00632 for an amount of US$17,668;
7. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting party on the technical details of the preparatory assistance, including a revised timetable.

DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 6.2

The Bureau,

1. Recalling Article 23 of the Convention as well as chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and I.4 related to eligibility and selection criteria of international assistance requests,

2. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/6 as well as the request for preparatory assistance submitted by Uganda,
3. Takes note that Uganda has requested assistance in the amount of US$10,000 to elaborate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List of Madi bow lyre music, O'di. The Madi people in Adjumani and Moyo Districts of north-western Uganda use a plucked bow lyre known as O’di to educate the youth about Madi origins or to praise women during courtship. Played by elders often at funerals to accompany solo or ensemble songs, this instrument also serves to warn against the calamities of life. The viability of the practice related to O’di is threatened mainly because of the dwindling number of players after the forced emigration of the Madi people in 1979; currently there are only six practitioners known in the region. A local non-governmental organization, Art for Peace and Community Development, will be responsible for elaborating the nomination file under the overall guidance of the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development;
4. Decides that, from the information provided in file 00890, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:

The strengths of the request lie in the fact that the activities planned reflect the concern of the practitioners, Madi elders and community at large as well as local cultural associations and community development officers of the districts concerned, as their consent to participate in the elaboration of a nomination file has been obtained prior to the submission of the request (criterion A.1);

The funds will be used primarily to undertake consultation meetings, documentation through photography and video recording and the drafting of a nomination file. Although ambitious, the proposed timetable reflects activities planned for elaborating the nomination that are well planned and feasible (criterion A.3). The requesting State shares 49% of the costs of the proposed activities (criterion A.5); it is not in default of any previous contract with UNESCO (criterion A.7);
5. Commends the effort of the State Party to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage of a group severely affected by political conflicts and to do so through collaboration with a local non-governmental organization;

6. Encourages the State Party to strengthen the capacity of the communities in safeguarding the practice in question by explaining the purpose and the mechanism of the 2003 Convention during the consultations;

7. Approves, as authorized body, preparatory assistance request 00890 for an amount of US$10,000;
8. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting party on the technical details of the preparatory assistance, including a revised timetable.
